
discovering stone www.infotile.com/publications issue 24  73

Precious Memories
Category: 

AusTRALiAN sTONe

Best Civic 
Project

Project: 
Memory Park Penrith

Client: 
Penrith City Council

Landscape Architecture: 
Knox and Partners

Stone Supplier: 
Melocco stone 

Stones Used: 
Austral Black Paving, 

Bluestone Kerbs & 
Grampians sandstone 

Wall Cappings

Memory Park was installed on its 
current site in the early 1900s. 
It continues to be the setting 
for the local war memorial. The 

memorial was upgraded by the Penrith RSL 
in 2008. Penrith City Council then decided to 
redevelop the entire park to improve it as a 
place of remembrance, and as a focal point in 
the developing central business district.

Melocco successfully tendered to Penrith City 
Council in 2011, and was awarded a four year 
contract to supply the council with stone. 
Memory Park being the initial element of this 
contract. The works were completed over 
a period of six months. The project called 
for 1500 square metres of 60mm thickness  
Austral Black granite paving, plus a further 
140 linear metres of bluestone kerbing and 
130 linear metres of 125mm thick by 350mm 
wide sandstone capping for the park walls.

A prime component of the design was the 
incorporation of a map of the world which 

is designed to provide an understanding of 
the extent of the conflict, and the remote 
places which saw action. The map is also 
intended to be relevant to the multicultural 
population of Penrith. The fabrication of the 
map involved the masking and blasting of 
close to 300 pavers to differentiate the land 
from the sea. Each piece was given a specific 
grid reference and packed in order to avoid 
confusion on site.

The success of the park was evident on Anzac 
Day 2013 when thousands of people were 
able to attend the dawn service in contrast 
to previous gatherings of approximately 300.

Penrith City Council should be justifiably 
proud of their work in redeveloping Memory 
Park and improving the general amenities for 
their citizens. 
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